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ment on the issue of independence and constituent
assembly he emphatically denied it and said that it
was on the issue of liberty of speech. But many
disciples of Mr. Gandhi speak in a different voice;
they go on haranguing that this struggle was for
the freedom and independence of India. Writing
as late as October 29, 1939 Mr. Gandhi said that
if the British left India the Punjabis (meaning
Musalmans) and Gurkhas would overrun the
country, adding that if anybody desired to maintain
the supremacy of the British in India it was the
Congress which was the only representative and
authoritative organization of the people of India.
Can any one in his senses believe in the face of
these confessions that the Congress is fighting for
the independence of India? The Muslims under-
stand what the whole quarrel is about. It is to
coerce the British Government to recognize the
Congress as the only representative organization
of the country and then to carry out its behests
throwing the Muslims and other minorities to
the wolves. Mr. Bhujabhai Desai, the Congress
Party leader in the Central Assembly, appealed to
Muslims and other non-Congressmen not to put
obstacles in the way of the Congress. What an
'innocent appeal! In the first instance, is it not
an implicit admission 6f the fact that the Muslims
are a political entity separate and distinct from
the Congress and that the Congress does not